Chester World Development Forum

Minutes of Committee Meeting held on Monday 02 November 2015 at Kath’s

1 Welcome: TG chaired the meeting
      
Present: TG, GG, LC, KS, BP and JT (taking notes in AM’s absence)
Apologies: AM (holiday) and PB (unwell)
2
Minutes and matters arising:

Committee 05-10-15: The projector has been found, saving the expense of buying a new one.  BP edited the notes on the Sustainable Development Goals (from Forum 08 September, circulated in the October mailing) and passed on our thanks to Gill Miller (GM).  TG felt the colour printing done at The Unity Centre was successful and worth the extra cost.  TG has emailed Chris Matheson about the Forum meeting on 10 November but thinks he is unlikely to attend as Parliament will still be in session.  Arrangements are in hand for the Forum on 12 January 2016 – see also 4 below.  AM has sent GM contact details, etc for Rob Elsworth.  Heather Swainston (HS) is confirmed to talk at the Forum on 08 March 2016 – see also 4 below.
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Brief post-mortem on Migration Talk by Paul Tacon on 20 October 2015

· The talk was very well attended; the Best Building lecture theatre was almost full.  As well as students from GM’s department – now called Geography and International Development Studies – there were pupils present from a Wirral school (JT asks: do we know which one?) and several teachers invited by GM, plus a smattering of CWDF members.
· There was widespread praise and appreciation of the speaker’s obvious expertise and encyclopaedic knowledge of the subject, the breadth of his coverage, his fast, confident delivery, and skilful handling of questions at the end.  BP has extracted the text from Paul’s PowerPoint presentation, and realises it really needs an explanatory paragraph to make sense to anybody not present at the talk.  Paul has agreed to provide this, and will review BP’s draft.  BP to liaise with Paul on the notes for circulation in the next mailing.

4
Future Forum meetings and activities:
· Forum on Tuesday 10 November 2015 – Becky Reeve on her project working with prisoners in Togo.  Becky will bring her own laptop, but needs us to provide a sound system for video clips.  TG has our screen and stand.  BP has our projector and a sound system donated by Richard Johnson.  KS will organise refreshments.  JT will take notes at the meeting.  LC & KS will take notes from Becky’s talk.
· Forum on Tuesday 12 January 2016 – Brian & Katy Rowe on Palestine and Gaza.  They are hoping to include other people with recent experiences of visits.  TG to liaise with Brian & Katy to confirm details nearer the time.
· Climate talk on Thursday 02 February 2016 – GM has this in hand.  We are providing Rob Elsworth with travel expenses.  BP to liaise with GM re possible advance rail ticket.
· Forum on 08 March 2016 – Heather Swainston has confirmed that she will do this on a Fairtrade topic (Fairtrade Fortnight is 29 February to 13 March).  JT to liaise with Heather to confirm details nearer the time.
· AGM in May – John Williams is probably overseas at present.  We need to confirm the exact title of his talk; KS to do this.
Note that the proposed meeting on Microfinance in March 2016 has been scrubbed as GM simply has too many commitments.

5
CWDF Diary:


The latest version was circulated with the agenda.  BP noted this week is very full.  BP received an email about possible transport from Chester for the “People’s Climate March” in London on 29 November 2015.  TG & JT both thought FoE might have circulated information; TG & JT to check, and then inform BP.
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Finance & administration issues:
· According to the latest bank statement, our current bank balance stood at £430.33 as at 30 October.  Costs for photocopying at The Unity Centre (BP) & Hoole URC (KS) have to be deducted.  Committee agreed KS should pay 5p per sheet (b7w) as the church has not set a price but asked for a donation.  KS uses our own paper, and gave JT a Staples receipt for £5.59 which JT immediately reimbursed from petty cash.  BP has a receipt to send to JT.
· The next mailing will be sent out in the first half of December, after the next committee meeting (due on 7th).  BP will email the next diary update sooner.  Committee agreed as a general principle that email updates should not be delayed to coincide with postal mailings.  Circulating information by post is costly, but members who prefer it are not charged extra for the service.
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Issues from around the table / AOB:

KS asked about on-line campaigning organisation 38 Degrees, wondering if they did any ‘real world’ action after collecting large numbers of petition signatures.  JT & PB have both been involved with 38 Degrees’ campaigning events in Chester on TTIP.  JT will contact the local group organiser to see if there is common ground with CWDF.
BP suggested contacting Chris Matheson to see if he’d be willing to share his experiences after 6 months as an MP, plus TTIP update and thoughts on the effectiveness of campaigning by groups like us and 38 Degrees.  It might be possible to combine this with a pre- (or post-) Christmas social evening extra meeting; action TG.
TG attended a recent Chester Friends of Palestine event – ‘Jameela’s  Kitchen’ – at which excellent Palestinian food was served.
LC circulated an article from The Independent exploring ways in which women are more vulnerable to the impacts of Climate Change than men.

BP drew attention to the inaugural lecture at the University by Prof. Lynne Kennedy, 6:30pm on 10 December 2015: “Hunger and Malnutrition in an Affluent Society” – phone 511344 for tickets.

JT & TG had both written to Chris Matheson through an online campaign on Climate Change and government policies towards fracking (pushing it forward irrespective) and renewable energy (reducing subsidies / blocking projects), and both received his reply detailing his select committee activity.  JT also recounted his action on Barclays Bank’s investment in a fracking project in North Yorkshire: corporate stock response received from Barclays, who then ignored his detailed follow-up refuting their arguments; JT to follow up.
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Next Committee meeting: Monday 7th December, 7.30pm at Annie’s. AM will be back from her holiday later this month.
