Chester World Development Forum

Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on Monday 2 May 2016 at Annie’s
1 Welcome: TG chaired the meeting

      Present: TG, JT, LC, PB, GG, KS, BP and AM
2
Minutes and matters arising:
· Committee 4-04-16:
· Re Brexit - Chester Debating Society are holding event on 26th May. No further details available yet 
· AM spoken to Vicki Jenner about her coming on the committee. She is considering it.

·  TG contacted Chris Matheson’s office re request for Stephen Twigg to come and speak to Forum. CM’s  secretary will contact Stephen. Not heard anything yet. 
· AM sent CfoE Chester group details to BP. 
· AM contacted Peter Hobson and Chester Fairtrading. Chester Fairtrading filled in form but not yet paid. JT contacted And Albert and CDEC and both paid up. Nothing yet from VSO but Linda Shuttleworth has sent new contact details
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Future Forum meetings/activities:
· AGM 10th May 
· Draft Agenda attached: JT been in touch with Jim Holmes and had no reply as yet. TG will bring equipment anyway.
· Annual Report attached (version with JT additions): TG will “take” members through the annual report. Arrangements for election of chair – TG to stand down momentarily and AM to ask for proposer and seconder for TG unless any other nominations. TG will do election of committee and Treasurer. Committee agreed to leave “appointment” of mailing secretary to next committee meeting and see the way forward. AM to ask Anita re becoming member of Unity Centre and then how much to use photocopier.
· Forum 12th July
· Speaker from Action Aid: Seem very keen to come. No name as yet. Suggestion that we advertise in press??
· Possible session with Stephen Twigg MP 
· Friday 7th October, 7pm in Best Building. Not finally sorted but looks pretty certain that will go ahead.
4
CWDF Diary – update of 29-04-16:
             BP to add Christian Aid Week from 15th – 22nd May and “Big Brekkie” event in Holy

             Trinity Church Hall, Blacon on Sat 14th May from 10.00 – 12.00 and Garden Lane

              Uniting Church, Garden Lane from 9.00-10.00 on Sunday 22nd May
5
Finance & administration issues:

· Website hacking issue: The proposed meeting up with Mike Roberts has not yet happened.but he has offered to make up a manual for us. Very clear message though that from now on we need to back everything up. Suggested way forward - JT to write email to Mike Roberts and send to BP with offer to send a cheque for £160 for work done. This hopefully will spur Mike Roberts on to arrange a further meeting and help BP with updated Wordpress.
· Current bank balance: £540.71 as of end April. CDEC Bill to pay and website bill
· Progress with 2016 subs: Membership print out attached but subs information may be incomplete. Most groups now paid but still some outstanding individuals. AM to email Linda Manning re sub
· Arrangements for future mailings in the “post-Kath” era. In the hope that we may get an offer from someone at the AGM to take on this job, it was decided to defer this to next meeting after AGM.
6
Issues from around the table/ AOB:
            BP: Christian Aid Week in Upton. St Columba’s not delivering envelopes this year. Fr Cooke has left 700 books so thinking of having a book sale. Need cataloguing. BP will speak to Trevor Dennis as many of the books are theological in nature. A further alternative might be university Theology & Religious Studies Dept.
             PB: Good news. 2015 was a record breaking year for green energy. Renewables are now the second biggest generator of electricity in UK. That’s only 5% behind gas and ahead of both coal and nuclear. Shows a strong foundation for a 100% renewable future

            JT: Co-op increased fair-trade sales by 5%. Fairtrade Steering committee have taken on board the issues after our meeting in March and targeting Waitrose, Co-op and one other supermarket to ask them to advertise Faitrade fortnight more boldly next year.
            TG: Chester Friends of Palestine: leaflet about the organisation

            TG: Shared with us statement from Jewish Socialists’ Group on Labour’s problem with anti-Semitism. Antisemitism and anti-Zionism are not the same. Look up www.jewishsocialist.org.uk – resources-js-item-no-68
            AOB
            JT will need to hand over cheque book to BP while he’s away and BP sends apologies for next committee meeting. Need to ensure one of committee produces paperwork and agenda prior to meeting.
            TG thanked Kath so much for all her years on Committee and her dedication in

            getting paperwork photocopied and delivered to those members not on email. There

            followed a little celebratory glass of wine (or 2) for those not driving to wish Kath well.
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Next Committee meeting: 6th June at Annie’s
