Chester World Development Forum

Minutes of Committee Meeting held on Monday 3 August 2015 at Annie’s 
1 Welcome

Present: TG, BP, LC, PB, JT, GG, KS and AM 
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Minutes and matters arising:
· Committee 6-7-15: KS has contacted Helen Connor and reminded her about sub from Chester Fairtrading but not paid yet and JT also needs her to fill in the relevant form. KS will follow up.
Projector not yet turned up. Last time used was VSO talk on 13th May. BP will email Margo Parks to see if she can throw any light on its whereabouts.

TG has yet managed to investigate where UK’s aid goes.
· Forum 14-7-15:
Committee members commented on the standard of the presentation given by Stephen Maund. He spoke very clearly and all could hear. The power point gave an excellent overview of the work of Ripple Africa and the impact of their work in Malawi looks very impressive. Committee agreed that we could afford to give donation of £50 to Ripple Africa.  JT signed cheque and LC will give to Ripple Africa at the concert on Thursday.
Forum agreed to use back room for future meetings – presentations could be more easily seen and heard in back room.

Committee decided we should stick to Tuesdays for meetings. 
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Finance & administration issues, including:
· Updating the brochure: BP has this in hand now following suggestions for editions from Committee
· Future arrangements for photocopying: We have an offer from CHS but this not particularly easy for KS. KS will sound out possibility of using photocopying facilities in her church and then as a default we can use CHS
· Arrangements and items for next mailings (surface and email): The following items need to go out - reminder for 8th Sept, updated brochure, details of speaker/meeting on climate change at University (if this happening in Nov), details of Chris Matheson evening (if this happening), minutes of 14.7.15 Forum meeting, updated diary and copy of Chris Matheson’s speech during the debate on Bangladesh (which appeared in Hoole URC’s newsletter. All this needs to be done after committee meeting on 31st Aug. BP will photocopy new brochure on green paper at church. KS has stock of green paper
BP has to email Unity Centre saying we want to use back room in future and will also ask if we can use photocopier in Unity Centre just in the short term for the mailing in Sept

· Issue of paying sub as individuals when also part of group. Only 2 named members in any group are allowed on group membership. Any other members have to pay as individuals.

· Financial update: Bank statement on 31st July of £604.61. Postage expenses to KS due. When this goes out plus donation to Ripple Africa, balance will be £528.69. £17.63 to be paid so new balance will be £546.32, £50 of which earmarked towards climate change event
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Future Forum meetings/activities:
· Full Forum, 8th Sept – Gill Miller to review progress on “Sustainable Development Goals” (successors to the Millennium Development Goals)
BP will liaise with GM re what equipment she needs. 

NB: Need to do business meeting first as Gill may get delayed
· Other autumn events/activities?
· Full Forum 10th November: Becky Reeve will speak on her experiences in Togo. Becky is working within International Citizens Service funded by DFiD. In Togo now and back in Sept. Working in a prison.
· Session with Chris Matheson MP? TG will email again reminding him of our request for meeting and also invite him to attend meeting on 8th Sept
· Session on climate change: No joy on Rob Elsworth for Nov.  AM will email Ellen Teague re getting high profile speaker in Jan following UN Conference on Climate Change. 
Check with GM when good time in New Year to have meeting on climate change.  PB will email Rob Elsworth to see if he would consider coming in New Year.
· 20th Oct -  JT’s son, Paul, will speak on legislative procedures around migration. Open meeting at University. TG will tell Chris Matheson about it
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CWDF Diary: update of 2-8-15 attached: 9th Oct – charity concert for SOKO Fund,

             7.30 – 10.00pm in St Columba’s church hall – securing university education for

             women in Malawi. 

6
Issues from around the table:
            PB: Has a petition re Ghana and new law preventing country from growing their own seeds. He wants to bring petition to next Forum meeting to be collect signatures.
            LC: has tickets for concert on Thursday in aid of Ripple Africa.
            BP: issue of migration. Fascinating but troubling aspect of globalisation. Seemingly lot of educated people trying to get into UK. BP suggested that we look at Daily Mail and see what mainstream thinking is. 

            KS: still has cards for signing on Tax Avoidance from Action Aid. TG will email Action Aid and see if cards still valid
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Next Committee meeting: Mon 31 Aug, 7.30pm, Kath’s 

