Chester World Development Forum

Minutes of Committee Meeting held on Monday 4 May 2015 at Kath’s
1 Welcome: TG chaired the meeting
      Present: TG, JT, BP, LC, PB, KS and AM

            Apologies: GG 
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Minutes and matters arising:
· Committee meeting on 9-4-15: AM not yet had chance to enquire about DVD on “Climate Change and Conflict”. AM to follow up
KS has reminded Elizabeth Bott about sub and asked about putting up posters in the Unity Centre. KS will pursue this.
AM to follow up Chester fair-trading sub by sending JT’s address to Helen Whitehead. 
JT not yet had reply from OXFAM re speaker for next meeting
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Brief review of recent Forum events:

· Pre-Election meeting held on 22 April: Committee members felt that this was a successful meeting with a good turnout of varied ages. AM commented that   questions put to the candidates from audience were more superficial than the issues covered by GM in the March Forum meeting. Also noted that 2 of candidates didn’t even mention International Development in their opening gambit despite being well-briefed. BP commented that such a well organised meeting was good for our reputation as being a sound organisation particularly as there was such an age range of people there. The meeting itself was well structured and conducted with courtesy. Thanks must go to Gill for her excellent “chairing” of the meeting.
· “Band Together for Ebola” - 23 April: Thanks to Heather for organising this event. There was a feeling that the venue was not the best for such an event. BP commented that the Guildhall may not want to hold another event for CWDF as there would have been few takings on bar. LC agreed to have chat with HL about venue and also perhaps discussing date with Committee before organising such events.
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Finance & administration issues:
· TG’s Annual Review Report for AGM: Committee agreed that was a good overview of last year’s activities. BP suggested a list of organisations should go in the report. BP agreed to edit prior to AGM
· JT’s 2014 Financial Summary for AGM: Amnesty not yet paid sub. JT been in contact with Matthew Sutton at And Alberts and he will send directly to bank. LC will find out about Chester Asian and Minority Communities Council. KS will arrange to meet Elizabeth Bott. Chester Humanists sent cheque but not signed. LC will post cheque to Richard. All individuals who haven’t paid have been sent email. JT will see whether there is any response. If not will discuss again at June meeting.
Current balance: £714.06
JT presented the accounts for the year. Books have balanced. Need to think about good speaker in autumn as we sufficient funds. 
KS made point about no blinds at Unity Centre and the difficulties in seeing the screen, particularly in the summer months. BP has already told the Unity Centre of our concerns.   LC will speak to Chantelle tomorrow as she is there for meeting and LC will let BP know outcome. 
· Arrangements and items for next mailings: Reminder about AGM to go out this week and latest diary. BP will get addresses, notice of AGM and diary ready for KS tomorrow. 
5
Future Forum meetings/activities:
· Forum AGM, 12th May – Speakers, VSO volunteers, VSO Education in Rwanda
BP will find out whether speakers want screen and projector. Expected to speak for an hour
The email which BP will send out will invite nominations for positions and Committee. At AGM TG to stand down and AM will seek nominations from floor. If no other nominations for “Chair” from the floor then ask for proposer and seconder to nominate TG. TG will then resume position as chair. Continue with proposers and seconders for other Committee positions and Committee members. 
· Climate Rally, Westminster 17th June: AM to ask SB to write down details of rally and then can send round as email to see if anyone wants to go. NB: Have  £50 donation to help anyone out with train fare. Need to have detail ready for AGM if possible. Also need to let Peter Benson from Chester FoE know details.
· Full Forum, 14th July – Speaker. JT will contact OXFAM again and ask will they update us on latest campaigns. Failing that, will contact Action Aid. Other suggestions - BP suggested maybe progress on new government or Katy Rowe on recent visit to Israel
· Full Forum, 8th Sept – Provisional offer from Gill Miller to review progress on “Sustainable Development Goals” (successors to the Millennium Development Goals). BP will see GM tomorrow to confirm
· Green Day: JT waiting to hear from Peter Bulmer.
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CWDF Diary – update of 5-4-15:

            2 items to be included: Open meeting with Romy Tiongco on Friday 5th June at

            Hoole URC, 7.30 – 9.00

            Details re climate change lobby of Parliament and rally in London on 17th June. 
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Issues from around the table/ AOB:
            BP: Receives a lot of information and sometimes unsure whether information should be emailed out to everyone. Sometimes seems a little political. If in doubt whether to send out to wider list then BP will, in future, email TG and possibly other members of committee and we can comment.

            Had request from Red Cross for donation. The Forum has donated to them in the past.  Also suggestion of giving donation to DEC for Nepal. JT stated that have £100 spare so perhaps £50 to DEC for Nepal and £50 for Red Cross. Put this to AGM.
            KS wanted to thank everyone very much for flowers for her 80th birthday.

            KS also commented on migrants situation in Mediterranean in that 2 of less well-off countries bearing brunt of the situation ie Italians and Greeks. KS suggested writing letter to MEPs or ask an MEP to speak to us. Highlights situation of us not taking our fair share of migrants. Must be responsibility of whole EU.
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Next Committee meeting: Mon 1 June, 7.30pm, Annie’s? 

