Chester World Development Forum

Minutes of Committee Meeting held on Monday 6 July  2015 at Kath’s 

1 Welcome: TG chaired the meeting

       Present: TG, BP, GG, PB, JT, LC, KS and AM  
2
Minutes and matters arising:
· Forum AGM on 12-5-15: TG has looked at Conservative Manifesto but couldn’t find anything on climate change. BP has also looked at it and has found some promises. BP will look again and pass details on to TG. BP will also look at Papal Encyclical. Catholic press could well have useful articles.
· Committee meeting on 1-6-15: KS will call on Helen Connor re sub for Chester Fairtrading
LC has spoken to HL re talking to the Committee prior to organising events on our behalf. AM has bought DVD on climate change and Committee now need to discuss how we are going to use it. Issue of using Facebook - Catherine Green has been looking into with BP. By joining Facebook we could advertise our events more widely.  

LC has contacted Stephen Maund on his forthcoming presentation on “Ripple Africa”.  BP will ring Stephen again to check on equipment. Terry will bring screen. Seemingly our projector has gone missing. BP will check whether it has been left at The Unity Centre.
3              Brief post-mortem: Climate Change Lobby 17-6-15: 13 people from Chester 

                met with Chris somewhat later than anticipated because he was attending a

                debate on Bangladesh. Because of that we missed the rally. Chris listened

                attentively to our concerns and admitted that climate change was not an issue with

                which he was very familiar but wanted to learn more. He asked that we give him 3
                points that he could take forward. These were: 1) a low-carbon infrastructure plan 
                plan to ensure UK’s buildings are energy efficient and ensure new building

                regulations are zero-carbon; 2) Introduce a long-term investment plan for

                renewable energy sources and 3) help agree a global climate deal in Paris in Dec
                that requires all countries to take their fair share of action.
4
Finance & administration issues, including:
· Updating the brochure: several Committee members gave suggestions on updating the events section which BP will take forward. Look at again at next meeting
· Future arrangements for photocopying (CVA facilities not available). BP had emailed CVA and indeed have not got facilities to allow photocopying but had arranged for facilities to be available at Lache Community Centre but this not very convenient for KS. QMH been in touch with BP following on from KS’s enquiry to use there. They cannot provide facility for photocopying but have offered to help with costs provided can see our accounts. BP has supplied them with those and the accounts will be passed to the “management” for approval of the offer.  PB will sound out John Murray (Head) at CHS and KS will get in touch with Alex Black, parishioner of  All Saints church in Hoole.
· Arrangements and items for next mailings (surface and email): BP will do agenda for next week, diary and minutes of AGM and give to TG ready for next week. BP will also print paper copy of email reminding people about meeting next week and AGM minutes and KS will post out.
5
Future Forum meetings/activities:
· Full Forum, 14th July – Speaker Stephen Maund re Ripple Africa         
Need to establish whether Forum happy to use room at back and whether prefer Monday or Tues. As for Committee - TG prefers Tues, AM prefers Mon and all other Committee members are ok with either day.
· Full Forum, 8th Sept – Gill Miller to review progress on “Sustainable Development Goals” (successors to the Millennium Development Goals). NB.Business part of the meeting will take place first as GM is at a Conference during the day and needs plenty of time to get back for our meeting. TG has invited CM to any of our meetings but particularly the September one as he has admitted he doesn’t know great deal about development issues.
· Other autumn events/activities?
· Full Forum 10th November: Student known to TG who is working in TOGO at present to do presentation
· Session with Chris Matheson MP? Special evening to be set aside.
· High profile speaker on climate change? Suggestion that we organise a joint event with University. GM has agreed in principle with idea. PB has heard speaker who works for CAFOD as scientist and researcher. Will try and contact him to see if he’s available. GG will find out about Danny Chivers who’s written very good book on Climate change. JT will contact Kelly from OXFAM to see if she knows of any speakers. Suggested dates  - 12th Oct, 19th Oct or 23rd Oct or week of 16th Nov and 23rd Nov. It would be good to have the meeting before the start of the Paris Summit on 30th Nov.
6
CWDF Diary: none
7
Issues from around the table/ AOB
·  Update on CAFOD review: BP and AM attended meeting with Chris Bain, Head of CAFOD.  Both Sue and Liz are finishing on 31st July. A volunteer centre is to be maintained in diocese but not necessarily be in St Clare’s. TG agreed to get cards to send thanking them for their support and commitment to the work of CWDF
· PB: Head of Caritas International from the Philippines speaking in Preston on 14th July if anyone interested in going.
· JT: Susan Flynn floated proposal for event in Fairtrade Fortnight. Has been tabled for  Fairtrade Steering Group’s  meeting on 7th July. It is hoped that Susan attends to explain the event
JT raised the issue of members  paying individual subs but who are also part of group. Should we force them to pay? Needs to be discussed at next meeting

JT read some very interesting articles on China and climate change and their commitment to renewable energy. They have the biggest carbon footprint at present but seem to be adopting a much more positive attitude. 

Jubilee Debt campaign – petition to cancel Greece’s debt on their website
KS: listened to programme on aid broadcast on 30th June. Simon Cox investigates the aid industry. Seemingly it was not a balanced view. JT suggested a letter of complaint to BBC. GG suggested he have a word with his son who produces some of those programmes.
KS: John Williams will speak to CWDF at a future date. KS will get his leaflet so that Committee can discuss content and when appropriate to ask him to come.
                       TG: will try and look into where our aid goes
                             AM: Riding Lights Theatre Company are touring a new show in the build up to

                                the UN Climate Change Conference in Nov/Dec 2015. Along with

                                Christian Aid, the Diocese of Lichfield and Operation Noah, Riding

                                Lights presents “Baked Alaska”. The nearest venue for CWDF is

                                Hoylake Chapel, Wirral on Mon 2nd Nov
                         TG: 38 Degrees and Global Justice Now are both asking that as many as

                                possible write to their MEPs re TTIP. See websites for more details. 
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Next Committee meeting: Monday 3rd August, 7.30pm at Annie’s 
