Chester World Development Forum

Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on Monday 7 December 2015 at Annie’s 

1 Welcome: Joint chairing of meeting in TG’s absence
               Present: BP, LC, KS, JT, PB and AM
      Apologies: TG, GG
2
Minutes and matters arising:
· Committee 2-11-15: JT had wanted to find out which school was present at Paul’s presentation but has decided not to pursue this further
BP has run off the text from Paul’s talk to go out by email. Paul’s presentation is now on our website. 
BP will ask GM again re suggesting to Rob Elsworth that he buys train ticket in advance.  If GM not able to do it AM will email him with request. 
JT will liaise with HS re her talk in March. HS has all plans in place for events in Fairtrade fortnight. Wants volunteers for 12th and 13th March for Grosvenor Park activities.
KS – John Williams abroad at present but she will chase him up on his return to clarify title of his talk  
No luck so far in contacting 38 degrees. JT volunteered to try again

· Full Forum 10-11-15 – Brian & Katy Rowe:
PB has provided extra notes to go out with minutes. BP will edit so can fit onto minutes on 3 sides.
Information from  Chester CND: Possibility of coach to London on 27th Feb for  demonstration against Trident replacement.
3
Future Forum meetings/activities:
· Special Forum Mon 21st December – Session with Chris Matheson MP
AM will bring coffee/tea etc, KS will bring stolen and mince pies, LC -  juice, GG - wine (if he is well enough to come). Decision to have refreshments after talk.
· Full Forum 12th Jan – Speaker Becky Reeve. TG has confirmed  - she needs projector and sound
· Climate talk, post-Paris, 2nd Feb – Talk by Rob Elsworth (Climate and Policy Analyst at CAFOD) 7.00pm in Gill Miller’s Department. All in hand
· Full Forum 8th Mar 2016 – Speaker Heather Swainston on Fairtrade themes
AM suggested possibility of CWDF doing Fairtrade breakfast. Suggested date -   5th March. Need suggestions for venues. KS to suss out QMH.  
JT will talk to Steering committee re such an event
4
CWDF Diary – update of 5-12-15 attached: no additions to be made
5
Finance & administration issues:
· Current bank balance: Statement as of 30th Nov. - £389.53p. By end of year will be down to £350 but subs should soon be coming in so JT considers us to be financially secure. 
· BP will update “request for subs” form to go out in next mailing
· Issue of Coop Bank account in light of their approach to Palestinian Solidarity Campaign. Seemingly most banks have similar policies on cancelling accounts if they consider the group to be too “risky”.  After some considerable discussion the Committee considered that the Co-op bank is probably the least “worst” offender.
 However JT will email Katy and Brian Rowe to see if they have found an alternative bank or any further developments from PSC. 
Committee did also consider whether writing to Co-op to express our concern would be appropriate
· Arrangements and items for next mailing: Minutes of last Forum meeting, notes from Paul Tacon’s talk, notice of Chris Matheson’s talk, end of year letter and request for subs
6
Issues from around the table/ AOB: None
7          Next Committee meeting: Mon 4 Jan 7.30pm, Kath’s? 
