Chester World Development Forum

Minutes of Committee Meeting held on Thursday 9 April  2015 at Annie’s
1 Welcome: TG chaired the meeting

      Present : AM, TG, BP, PB, KS, JT and GG

      Apologies: LC        
2
Minutes and matters arising:
· Committee 2-3-15: TG suggested ordering the “Conflict and Climate Change” DVD which AM had mentioned at meeting. AM will look into it
· Full Forum 10-3-15: Mark Rideal asked at the meeting whether Committee would consider having a speaker on the issue of fracking. Committee agreed that could be within our remit in that the continued use of fossil fuels is bad news for climate change but that Forum should resist making  it a local issue because that could be construed as political. Perhaps need to “plant” a question on climate change and future sources of energy at Hustings.
Decided that Committee would look at climate change in more depth in Autumn and consider speaker then. Need to ask MR about speaker first – we need more detail before we make decision. 
3
Finance & administration issues, including:
· Present balance: £644.06 and another cheque to be paid in
· Progress with 2015 subscriptions: Number of groups not yet paid. JT will chase people up. JT has encountered problem with Chester Asian Council. Elizabeth Bott not easy to contact. KS will follow that sub up.TG will speak to Helen Connor re sub from Chester Fairtrading
· Arrangements and items for next mailings (surface and email): To go out -  minutes of Forum meeting held on 10.3.15, Hustings poster and latest diary. BP to do labels for KS
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Future Forum meetings/activities:
· Pre-election hustings, Wednesday 22nd April
· Working through the organisational details: 
Further publicity – posters to go out this weekend. Committee members to cover areas of Chester

Tables to be put outside lecture room for Committee  to sit at,  greet people and put out leaflets. BP to make badges so we are identifiable. BP to bring pens and paper for people to write questions down.

Interval – Committee to sort out questions into groups
JT – could we plant some questions? Suggestions - Jubilee Debt revelations about loans not grants.
What has been achieved in MDGs?

Committee to be there at 6.30 
· Useful to attend the Churches Together session on 17 April. BP and KS planning to go.
· Forum AGM, 12th May – Speakers, VSO volunteers, VSO Education in Rwanda
· Necessary arrangements for the business part of the Agenda: 
Annual Report – TG agreed to draft and will send to BP
Committee nominations – all Committee agreed to stand again. TG and JT agreed to remain in post. We need the usual” proposed” and “seconded” by........
Discussion held about reducing subs as we seem to have a good balance at present. May not get as many subs this year though. Perhaps have high profile speaker in Autumn? 
BP brought up the issue of patrons? None of them have been to anything. Need to reconsider after election?
Speakers from VSO to go first
JT and PB gave apologies.
· Full Forum, 14th July – MDGs – JT to contact OXFAM 
5
CWDF Diary – update of 5-4-15 attached
6
Issues from around the table/ AOB:
            Communications between BT and talktalk because BP not receiving emails from AM
            (Issue now been resolved – not a technical issue of high level – AM just missing a dot in BP’s email address!!!!!)
7
Next Committee meeting: Mon 4 May, 7.30pm, Kath’s 

