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Chester World Development Forum






Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 8 March 2016
in the Unity Centre
1 Welcome: Terry Green chaired the meeting

Present: Terry Green, Bernard Payne, Heather Swainston, Gerald Grant, Margaret Lord, Lindsay Cussons, Gill Miller, Vicki Jenner, John Tacon, Terry Walsh, Sue Bownas, Tom Ormiston, Tony Walsh, Heather Lannin, Kath Stephenson and Ann McCarthy 








   Apologies: Linda Shuttleworth and Susan Flynn
2 Minutes/ notes of Forum meetings, and matters arising:
· Forum meeting 12th January 2016 - no matters arising.
· Committees 1st February and 29th February 2016: Terry Green reported on key issues covered. At Feb 1st meeting, Stephen Maund, who’d previously spoken at a Forum meeting on Ripple Africa, reported to the Committee about his ideas for a new project. Stephen was not looking to the Forum to necessarily get involved but was interested in our opinions about the project. The following is a summary of Stephen’s ideas:
Stephen exploring a new way of providing aid. Note on Njobvu Project attached which is shortened version. SM been back to small area in Malawi and realised that aid been going in to fund lots of projects but that nothing is “joined up”.  No tax base so very few people pay tax which means very little money from Government can be spent on essential services. For instance – clinic been built with Swiss money by Ripple Africa but government can’t afford to pay any staff to run it. SM researched “model” that is working in Uganda. BRAC now 70% self funded. People now not waiting for aid to flow down but immediate loans allow communities to become self sufficient. BRAC have interest rate of 25%. Some of interest channelled into social fund and village control the fund and make decisions on how it should be spent. Some of that needed for administration of system. Rest goes into social fund. 

SM had to admit that have been some bad cases where loan not repaid on time but percentage of non-repayment small. Clearly important to select candidates carefully. Both individuals and groups could apply for loans under SM’s proposals.

SM commented that there are lots of well meaning NGOs – British Council, Save the Children, UNICEF etc but projects not always sustainable. Major problem is that locals are not trained in how to maintain projects.

Seed funders – need about £100,000 to start. SM would hope to complete survey in Malawi by May. Set up UK charity to bring money in. Then form finance company in Malawi to manage funds. 

Other issues discussed at 29th Feb meeting - John Williams talk has had to be postponed. Committee are looking to book another speaker – possibly Jim Holmes, a new member of the Forum. He is a widely travelled photographer with a particular interest in development issues
· Rob Elsworth talk on the Paris Agreement on Climate Change, 2nd Feb 2016
Committee were impressed by his talk. He certainly gave us a mental picture of the Paris meeting, showing clearly what had been achieved and stressing the positive outcomes. However, as he said, this agreement was just the start of the “journey”.
3
Admin matters:

· Financial report, including progress with 2016 subscriptions: Balance on 29th Feb was £480.46. Cheques to be paid out include £25 to Becky Reeve, £21 to QMH for hire of room for Fairtrade Breakfast and £30 to CHAWREC. Fairtrade breakfast made £19.45 and collection at Forum meeting on 8th March made £8.60. When these monies paid in balance will be £432.51. Many subs still not paid.
· Website security issues: BP gave us update on website position. For two and half years website has been operating successfully. Now been hacked. A lot of material has been lost although BP has some back up. Wordpress apparently is renowned for being hacked. BP has looked into additional funding as we may have to seek professional advice to apply more sophisticated safeguards and security and we may not have expertise within the Forum. Training would cost £150 for half day session. Meeting asap with Mike Roberts (who originally set up the site) to see the best way forward.  HL has a contact if we wish to use that.
3 Around the Table:  Updates from our members on current activities, events and issues
BP: “True cost of Fashion” event on Friday 12th March at 7.30 in St Columba’s 

HS: Look out for Brooke Street events – international festivities
SB: Murder of human rights worker in Honduras - message from Joan Sharples
HL: works for Pret a Manger. Cheshire Oaks branch have set up giving left over  food to Forum Housing but need volunteers from Ellesmere Port to take food to at 8 o’clock. Any volunteers? 23rd March – HL going to Sierra Leone. Has anyone got any old laptops, cameras and mobiles which she can take

TO: meeting with local IMAM in Ellesmere Port. Setting up links. One of members of J and P group in Ellesmere Port in Malawi at moment.  CAFOD quiz on 18th March in Our Lady’s in Ellesmere Port.
TG: International Women’s Day on March 5th
TW: open debate on future of Trident organised by local Labour Party on Wed. 9th March in The Golden Eagle pub, Castle Street Labour Party. T
BP:  Attended rally organised by Stop Trident Coalition on 27th Feb in London. Particularly thought Jeremy Corbyn’s speech was impressive. Rally got very little coverage on news
SB: Expressed frustration on Trade Justice issues and critics of Fairtrade. 

GM: Suggested - is it worth looking again at Fairtrade in the city? Need to plan now for 2017. Is it worth getting on to local managers to make more of Fairtrade Fortnight? Can Steering Committee write to all major stores and invite managers of stores to give us update on their fair-trade policy. Important to focus on the premium which fair-trade producers receive. Perhaps Committee can get in touch with those producers who have visited Chester and get them to say what a difference the premium does make
. 
4 Reference to CWDF Diary entries (version of 3rd March attached) – none
5
Arrangements for next Forum and Forum-supported meetings:

· Tuesday 10th May, Forum AGM – with speaker CWDF member Jim Holmes giving insights into his missions overseas as a freelance documentary photographer. 6.45 for 7.00pm at The Unity Centre. AGM includes elections to CWDF Committee. Expressions of interest are warmly invited!
· Tuesday 12th July, Full Forum meeting, speaker TBA. 6.45 for 7.00pm at The Unity Centre.
Report of Heather Swainston’s talk on “Engaging young people and communities in Fairtrade across Cheshire West and Chester”  – some success stories and plans for Fairtrade Fortnight.

Heather is a member of the Forum and Director of Cheshire Development Education Centre

It is 19 years since CDEC started and Heather still has the original opening speech which was given by Martin Bell (a well-known television reporter who later became MP for Knutsford) and is as relevant as ever today.

CDEC is one of only 23 development centres now - there were 50 at one stage. CDEC has always charged for what they do and this has meant it has been able to keep going. There are only 2 members of staff now and most of the work is done in primary schools. A recent report shows that young people find it difficult to say whether progress has been made in tackling global poverty.  Heather feels that it is good to “sow the seeds” at primary level and hope there is follow up in secondary sector – particularly in terms of actions that individuals can take. Young people in a recent study ( Development Education Research Centre Research PaperNo.14 “Young People’s Understandings of Global Poverty” revealed that almost all the young people in the study were unable to see their role in holding their government to account in tackling global poverty.

Those attending then played a game called “Globingo” which Heather often uses as an opener in schools. It entails asking one another such questions as “Have you visited another country in the last 6 months?” and “Where were your clothes made?”It gets the children to think about and recognise our global connections.

One of the most effective ways of introducing fair-trade to youngsters is for them to meet fair-trade producers and over the years there have been regular visits. The children really enjoy this firsthand experience and realise just what an impact fair-trade has on their lives. 

Heather then took us on a trip down memory lane with all the producers who’ve visited

2002 – Guillermo Vargas Costa Rican coffee farmer

2003 – Ghanaian cocoa producer’s daughter – produce cocoa beans that make Divine Chocolate. Rijayatu didn’t go to school until she was 14 when her parents joined the cooperative.

2004 – Brian Namata sugar farmer from Malawi

2005 – Sergio Allard - Chilean Wine producer 

2006 – Shailesh Patel Cotton producer from India. Linked with M and S

2007 – Conrad James Banana producer from St Lucia

 2013  - Gerardo Costa Rica coffee farmer

Cheshire West is a Fairtrade Borough and Chester was the first Fairtrade City. The original plaque to show this status is now in Wesley Methodist Church. To retain this status the council has to keep up to date with how many outlets use Fairtrade and they have to report back. The Fairtrade Steering Group continues to be busy trying to engage local people in events to promote fair-trade.

Recent events include the making of the Fairtrade giant which got national coverage, an A-Z trail round Chester in 2014, 2015 colouring competition and fair-trade in the library and decorating a Christmas tree with fair-trade theme in the Cathedral cloisters

There are a number of events this year during Fairtrade Fortnight.  Last Wednesday there was a talk by Fairtrade Palestinian olive oil producers ( Zaytoun)  and the olive oil can be purchased in Chester Fairtrading in Wesley Methodist Church. These producers were very impressed with Chester’s support for what they are trying to do.

At the weekend “Fairtrade Fundays” are taking place in Grosvenor Park.

We need to keep on campaigning. The premium which the fair-trade producers receive is so important to their livelihoods. Seemingly the big corporations are doing less and less. A number of CWDF members had noticed the sad lack of advertising for Fairtrade Fortnight in the shops and the almost non- existence of fair-trade items on the shelves.

Heather recommended a very good DVD called “Fairtrade Matters”.  Go to www.fairtrade.org.uk  to download or order a hard copy DVD
Finally, The Fairtrade Foundation are going to focus on the living wage for producers over the next few years. Could CWDF consider a focus/campaign on fair-trade in the next year?
