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Chester World Development Forum
Minutes of the Forum Meeting

held on Tuesday 10th November 2015
at The Unity Centre
1. Welcome: Terry Green chaired the meeting

 Present: Terry Green (Chair), John Tacon (minutes in Ann McCarthy’s absence), Lindsay Cussons (Baha’i), Peter Byrne (CAFOD), Bernard Payne (St. Columba’s), Gerald Grant, Kath Stephenson (Hoole URC), Vicki Jenner, Jonathon Puttock and Brian & Katie Rowe (Chester Friends of Palestine), Terry Walsh (CND), Pam Price (Church Action against Poverty), Heather Lannin (Chester Inter-faith Group), Tony Walsh & Tom Ormiston (Ellesmere Port Justice and Peace Group), Linda and Stuart Shuttleworth, Sue Bownas.

Apologies: John Freeman, Margaret Lord, Ann McCarthy, Gill Miller.
Terry explained that there had been an enforced last minute change to the speaker as Becky Reeve had been taken ill at the weekend.  Fortunately, Brian and Katie Rowe had very kindly agreed to step in and talk about their recent visit to Palestine.  Notes of their talk are at the end of these minutes.
2. Minutes / notes of Forum and Committee meetings, and matters arising:
· Forum meeting 8th September: the notes from Gill Miller’s excellent talk on the Sustainable Development Goals have been circulated.  The UN has now formally adopted the 17 SDGs.
· Committee meetings on 5th October and 2nd November: all significant matters arising are covered in tonight’s agenda.

· Talk on ‘Governance of Migration’ by Paul Tacon on 20th October: a summary will be included in the next mailing, and the original PowerPoint material is also available.  The wide ranging coverage of the subject and the speaker’s depth of knowledge were appreciated, also the strong turnout of students from the University and some local schools.

3. Financial update:
The balance in our account is £430.33 according to the bank statement dated 30 October 2015.  Expenses of £40.80 paid out since then will reduce our effective balance to £389.53, plus a little petty cash not yet paid in to our account.  Our financial position approaching the end of the year is healthy.
4.  Around the Table:
Sue Bownas mentioned Climate Change campaigns – events in the run up to the UN Conference in Paris – and CAFOD’s appeal for Syrian refugees.
Terry Green highlighted the ‘People’s March’ in London on 29 November.
Peter Byrne mentioned an event on the same day in Liverpool, starting at St. Luke’s Church in Bold Street at 2pm. Peter also drew attention to a number of concerns about food security - subsequently providing an explanatory note about those concerns (set out in summary at the end of the section 6 below).
Tony Walsh reported that their CAFOD quiz evenings continue to support Ethiopia and enable them to send out Christmas parcels.

Tom Ormiston said their group has signed cards and a petition on climate change.
Terry Walsh provided information on activities by Chester CND, including the London Rally against renewal of Trident, planned for Saturday 27th February. Chester CND looking at organising a coach.
Heather Lannin shared the good news that Sierra Leone had recently been officially declared free from Ebola (on 07/11/15).  She has ‘Trash’n’Treasure’ Christmas cards available, and gave details of a ‘Murder Mystery’ evening.

Pam Price drew attention to the ‘Fair Funerals’ campaign.  Many people have to take out loans at short notice to pay funeral expenses, and this can lead them into long term debt.  The campaign is looking at ways to overcome this problem.
Lindsay Cousins invited people to celebrate the Baha’i Holy Day on 14th November, 6pm at The Unity Centre.

Linda Shuttleworth gave details of a concert in aid of VSO on 6th November..

Stuart Shuttleworth highlighted the slum conditions at ‘The Jungle’ migrant camp in Calais, and the brutality of the French police towards migrants.

Bernard Payne drew our attention to Europe.  He is concerned about David Cameron’s approach in his recent letter to the EU, demanding reforms.  It seems devoid of a vision of Europe, and BP fears it is merely aimed at placating his party’s ‘Eurosceptics’.  Terry Green expressed concern about the unbalanced and hostile media coverage given to the EU over many years.  Peter Byrne noted that geographically we are still part of Europe –whether or not the UK remains in the EU.
Katy Rowe advertised the next Chester Friends of Palestine meeting on 25/11/15 which will include two of her friends with recent experience of life in Jerusalem.  She also drew attention to the forthcoming Christian Aid collection in support of maternal health in Nigeria.

For further details of the events outlined above, please see the latest version of our Diary available on our website: http://www.chesterwdf.org.uk/
5. Arrangements for future Forum meetings:
· Forum meeting on Tuesday 12th January 2016: Terry will find out if Becky Reeve will be able to deliver her talk on her gap year experiences working in a prison in Togo, West Africa.
· Climate Change meeting on Thursday 2nd February 2016: Rob Elsworth will give a review of progress made at the UN Conference in Paris.  The meeting will be held in the Best Building at the University of Chester at 7pm, and Gill Miller has the arrangements in hand.

· Heather Swainston will talk about Fairtrade at the Forum meeting on Tuesday 8th March (in Fairtrade Fortnight, 29/2/16 to 13/3/16).  Heather is also arranging ‘Fairtrade Fun Days’ in schools across the borough during Fairtrade Fortnight, culminating with two events in the Grosvenor Park on Saturday 12th and Sunday 13th March, and hopes CWDF members will help by supporting these events.

· Terry Green will invite our MP Chris Matheson to talk to us about his experiences and impressions of his first 6 months as a new MP.  This will be subject to finding a suitable date and venue.

6. AOB:

The next Committee meeting will be on Monday 7th December and our next mailing should be going out later that week.  If we are able to arrange to hold a meeting with Chris Matheson before Christmas, members will be notified as soon as possible.

Peter Byrne’s key points on Food Security, as mentioned in “Around the Table” and mainly drawn from the journal Global Justice Now:
· UK government channelling £600m in aid through the New Alliance for Food Security a group supported by corporations such as Monsanto, Nestle and Unilever. It gives them access to African land, markets and seeds.
· In Nigeria’s NE state of Taraba the Gassol community is facing eviction to make way for Us firm Dominion Farms to establish a 30,00ha rice plantation. One of many “land grabs” by international firms, Syngenta and Unilever among them.

· The Rural Farmers Assn. of Ghana and the Peasant Farmers Assn. are resisting pressure to switch to corporate seeds (mainly GM). Locals say the seeds yield good harvest once onlybut trap the farmer – “enslave” is the word they use.The women who do the work understand their seeds and protect their diversity. The people don’t want to lose their land or have it destroyed along with their freedom. Agroecology is their target.
· At the meeting of the World Trade Organisation in Kenya (Dec 2015)  the biggest powers (mainly Europe and the US) will defend their rights to provide subsidies to their own farms but none to the governments of the poorer countries. This meeting is supposed to bring permanent food security.
· The issue of TTIP: will governments be permitted to “interfere” with their agriculture?
************************************

Report of illustrated talk to CWDF on 10 November 2015:
“Reflections on Palestine”
 by Brian & Katy Rowe, Chester Friends of Palestine
They began by reading from a moving letter sent by their daughter as she was ending a 3-month stay in Palestine, where she was a ‘peace observer’ as part of EAPPI (Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine & Israel).  The local Palestinian people suffer daily from the harsh treatment of the Israeli Defence Force (many of them young people doing their compulsory national service).  For example, the IDF had entered a village during the night, ransacked many homes and made a number of arrests saying they had come  to “teach the villagers a lesson”.  The roof of one Palestinian house had arbitrarily been declared to be a “military restricted area”, so the family members were unable to use their own roof terrace.  Also Israeli settlers illegally occupying Palestinian-owned land commit acts of violence without any restraint by the Israeli police or army.  The Israeli settlers are permitted to carry weapons while Palestinians are forbidden to do so.  Palestinians have to get daily permission to visit their own lands, now on the other side of the ‘security’ wall.  They queue from 4:00am to be allowed to cross over.  

Next they showed some slides taken during their trip to Palestine and Israel.  They visited – among other places – the Sea of Galilee, Nazareth, and Bethlehem.  They mentioned the Olive Tree Campaign, which has been supported by some British Jews.  This aims to plant new olive trees to replace those destroyed by Israelis.  Livelihoods depend on olive trees, and they are very important to the Palestinians, both economically and symbolically!  They also told of a Christian church deliberately set on fire by extremist Jewish settlers, and of the large number of Palestinian houses destroyed by the Israeli military: about 60,000 since 1948.

There are now concerns growing in Palestine that the “Two State Solution’ to the troubles is no longer viable because so much of the Palestinian land had been taken over, illegally, by Israeli settlers – supported by their Government.  Maps comparing Palestine between 1948 and 2014 illustrated this very starkly.  It is now becoming apparent that a ‘One State Solution’ might be the only way, but it would have to give equal citizen rights to all citizens: Palestinians, Israelis, and Bedouin.  This concept would be hugely difficult for the Israeli government and for many Jews to accept.

A great difficulty for Palestinians is that Israel has such strong support in the USA.  Some of this support derives from strong links between the Israeli armaments industry and weapons factories found in almost all USA states.  This enables Israel to exert pressure on US Senators.  Israeli arms and riot control equipment are sold to over 100 countries worldwide, having been tested for real in Gaza!  Again, this provides Israel with political levers, for example in the UN General Assembly.

They showed pictures of a Refugee Camp which houses some 13,000 Palestinian refugees.  Some have been there since 1948, others were born and raised there and now have families of their own.  Conditions are very difficult, with only very limited educational and medical facilities.  Many families keep their old door keys from homes they abandoned in 1948, as they expected to be back in a very short time.  A UN resolution gives them the right to return home, and they stay in the refugee camps in Palestine so as not to risk losing that right by emigrating!

They also showed some pictures taken during their journeys by road.  They contrasted the modern highways protected by the “security barrier”, and the rough, unmade roads on the Palestinian side of the fence.  At one church, the priest keeps an open coffin in the church as an acknowledgement that he might be killed – as his predecessor was – by Israeli settlers.  Another place they visited was a Palestinian farm surrounded by Israeli settlements and confiscated land.  It was subject to regular harassment by the army and the settlers – there was a ‘security roadblock’ on the access track so their coach was stopped and they had to walk to reach the farm.  This farming family was making a stand against the occupation by showing their determination not to be enemies or victims, and by developing eco-farming methods and educational programmes – despite their farm being constantly at risk of confiscation.

There are a large number of Palestinians imprisoned without trial in ‘administrative detention’, some for long periods.  They concluded with a picture of a military observation post used by British soldiers up to 1948 – Palestine was ruled under a British ‘mandate’ after the end of the First World War.  The Israeli Government says that they are simply continuing some of the security provisions introduced by the British!

There is a clear need for joint working to take small steps towards a just peace. It is encouraging that there are groups of Jewish people in Israel, Britain and the USA who actively oppose the Israeli government’s “apartheid” policies and actions. Katy and Brian encourage members to support the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions campaign as a form of peaceful protest against the Israeli government’s policies. 

Postscript:

(1) In the press, there has been recent news of an EU scheme requiring Israeli produce from West Bank settlements to be so labelled, and that it was wrong to label such products as ‘from Israel’.  This has been strongly opposed by Netanyahu!

(2) Brian & Katy also pointed out the unbalanced media coverage of events in Israel and Palestine.  This was supported by Jonathan Puttock.  He had heard from friends in the West Bank that recently there were knife attacks by young Palestinians which killed two Israelis – widely reported in the British media – but there was no reporting whatsoever of the deaths of four Palestinians shot by Israeli settlers the same day.
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