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Chester World Development Forum





Minutes of the Forum Meeting held on Tuesday 14th July  2015 in The Unity Centre
1. Welcome: Terry Green chaired the meeting
 Present: Terry Green (Chair), Peter Byrne (CAFOD) , Carol Murphy (Holy Trinity One World Group), Daphne Peers (Holy Trinity One World Group), Terry Walsh (CND),  Pam Price (Church Action against Poverty), Heather Lannin (Chester Inter-faith Group),  Ann McCarthy (CAFOD),  John Tacon, Kath Stephenson, Gerald Grant, Tony Walsh and Tom Ormiston (EP Justice and Peace Group), Lindsay Cussons (Baha’i), Margaret Lord (Baha’i), Elizabeth Bott, (Cheshire Asian and Minorities Communities Council),  (Stephen and Ann Maund (Ripple Africa),
Apologies: Linda Shuttleworth, Bernard Payne, Vicki Jenner, Brian and Katie Rowe (Christian Aid)
Sincere apologies if your name has been missed off the attendance list. I have mislaid the list and so have had to type it from memory. Ann McCarthy

2. Minutes/ notes of Forum meetings, and matters arising:
· Forum meeting 12th May 2015: £100 donation has been sent to DEC appeal for Nepal. Terry Green has sent a letter of congratulations to Chris Matheson following his election as our MP and invited him to one of our meetings. Chris has let it be known that he wants to learn more about development issues.
· Committee meetings on 1st June and 6th July: The committee are still looking for a venue to do the photocopying and in the process of updating the CWDF brochure.

3.  Brief Post-Mortem: Climate Change lobby on 17.6.15:
               13 people from Chester met with Chris somewhat later than anticipated because

                he was attending a debate on Bangladesh. Because of that we missed the rally.

                Chris listened attentively to our concerns and admitted that climate change was

                not an issue with which he was very familiar but wanted to learn more. He asked

                that we give him 3 points that he could take forward. These were: 1) a low-carbon

                infrastructure plan to ensure UK’s buildings are energy efficient and ensure new

                building regulations are zero-carbon; 2) Introduce a long-term investment plan for

                renewable energy sources and 3) help agree a global climate deal in Paris in Dec

                that requires all countries to take their fair share of action.

4.  Financial update:  

     Balance is approx £630. £50 has been donated to be used specifically in

     connection with our climate change campaign. The suggestion is that we use the

     money towards securing a high profile speaker on climate change possibly in

     November prior to The UN summit
5. Domestic Issues: 
· Choice of room for our Forum Meetings – activity room or inner room

All agreed that the inner room was better for our meetings

· Choice of Monday or Tuesday – if we opt for the inner room, it is available either evening. No concensus was reached. Committee agreed to discuss further

6. Around the Table:

           PB: Re GM foods. Has recently come across some evidence to suggest that

           certain weed killers could be linked to cancer. PB has copies of GM Freeze’s

           strategic plan 2015 – 2020 for information. 

           ML: Would like to know more about genetic modification and the arguments for

           and against. A debate on the subject has been suggested in the past. The

           committee will look into it  next year.
           KS: Mentioned an article in Hoole URC newsletter concerning Chris Matheson’s

           speech in Parliament on Bangladesh.  KS would like to photocopy to go out to all
           members.
           TW: Chester CND - event to mark the 70th anniversary of the dropping of the first

           nuclear bomb on Hiroshima to take place on 6th Aug. 8pm at bandstand on the

           Groves. The group are holding a crane making night on Thurs 16th July in QMH

           Aiming to make 70 cranes.
           PP: Wants to highlight issue of slave trade. Meeting was held in Frodsham earlier

           in the year to discuss what can be done to raise awareness. Still lot of trafficking

           going on and seems worse now than ever before. Anti-slavery Bill passed in

           March. 
           HL: Interfaith event soon. She will let BP know details for diary. 

           Charity Concert for women in Malawi. HL will send details to BP for inclusion in

           the diary
          JT: Jubilee Debt campaign campaigning to get Greece’s debt cancelled
          TO: Took part in Wirral Walk in May to raise money for CAFOD. He is going to
           National Justice and Peace conference in July.  Also went to London for

           Lobby – different MP, Justin Madders. CAFOD Quiz nights continuing in

           Ellesmere Port in £rd Friday of each month.
           LC: has tickets for fundraising night for Ripple Africa – 6th August in The Unity

           Centre 

7. Arrangements for next Forum meetings:

· Full Forum, Tuesday 8th September – with Gill Miller talking on UN Sustainable Development Goals (successors to The Millennium Development Goals) in the inner room at The Unity Centre, 6.45 for 7.00
· Full Forum, Tuesday 10th Nov:  Becky Reeve will speak on her experiences in Togo. Becky is in Togo at present as part of the International Citizens Service which is funded by DFiD. 
· Other possibilities under consideration include an autumn session with Chris Matheson, MP, and a high profile speaker on particular aspects of climate change in conjunction with the university. The Committee are actively looking for such a speaker
8.   AOB: 
· Some of Forum members may have seen a petition from Gill Miller re the proposed dropping of the “A level” on International Development. Many have signed it but not heard any more.
· There was a suggestion that CWDF make a donation to Ripple Africa. The Committee will discuss this at the next meeting.
Report of illustrated talk by Stephen Maund on the work of 

“Ripple Africa”,  Malawi – a hand UP not a hand OUT
RIPPLE Africa is a charity registered in both the UK and the USA, working to improve the environment and local education in Malawi, Africa. The charity was founded in 2003 by Geoff and Liz Furber who both share a passion for Africa, especially northern Malawi. They decided to buy a property in the village of Mwaya and with the combination of their skills and a strong passion for Africa, RIPPLE Africa was born. At the heart of its work is sustainability and integration.
Malawi has a population of 16 million and is a beautiful country but very poor as evidenced by the following facts: 
· 80% of people work the land 

· 33% of women and 24 % of men illiterate 

· Unsustainable migration and denuding of land 

· Inter-related economic, educational and health issues 

· Life expectancy is 47 years 
 This figure is so low for the following reasons:

· Prevalence of malaria which is the biggest killer 

· 1 in 8 have HIV-Aids (nearly 1 in 3 in Nkhata Bay) 

· Malnutrition 

· Unsafe drinking water 

· Poor sanitation 

· Women typically bear five children 

· Spending on public health provision is £30 per head 

· Substandard health provision 

Another startling fact - 10% of children die before they are 5
Ripple Africa working to improve education

 Pre – school provision:
Yet another startling fact - one in eight children are orphans so providing pre-school education is crucial. Ripple Africa funds provide: 
· Eight pre-schools 

· 24 teachers 

· Toys, blackboards, chalk, pens, books, tea and sugar, cups 

· Buildings refurbished 

· Sweet potatoes grown for lunch 
  Primary schools: Ripple Africa funds provide
· Assistance to five schools 

· 15 trainee teachers 

· 2 double classroom blocks at Mwaya Primary School 

· Teachers’ office and toilets also at Mwaya PS 

· Double classroom block at Mazembe PS with Taking Back Lives charity 
 Aim is to halve pupil-teacher ratio − currently 105:1
 Secondary school:
A brand new school, Kapanda, has been built with funds from Ripple Africa 
· Four large classrooms 

· Teachers’ houses 

· Toilet blocks, teachers’ offices and a secure storeroom 

· Experimental teaching garden for agriculture students 

· Football pitch and netball court 

Plans for the future include a laboratory, a library and more teachers’ houses
College and University:
· All students from around Ripple Africa’s Mwaya base 

· Accountancy, engineering, teaching, nursing and others
In their own words 

“All of our university and college students come from our own communities, have come through the Ripple Africa system and are known to us personally, and must have earned their place at university through their own merit. “If a student is talented and has worked hard enough to earn a place, Ripple Africa feels they should be supported.” 
Community Library: Funded by Ripple Africa and contains 4000 books and also magazines and newspapers, all perfectly catalogued. The educational benefits are very clear for all ages and the provision of books certainly enriches the community. 
The village leader, Chief Chibunya, borrows a new book from the library every week!
Ripple Africa working to improve health
At the request of the District Health Officer, a dispensary has been built with funds from Fondation Eagle (Swiss medical aid organisation). A school party from UK helped dig the foundations and local builders constructed the dispensary. It was officially opened in June 2011.
The dispensary’s work 

· General out-patients clinic 
·  Clinic for under-5s 
· dispensary for commonly-prescribed medicines 
· Malaria, HIV-Aids and effects of malnutrition main cases 

Some more startling facts – there is 1 nurse per 18,000 people and 1 doctor per 200,000 people 

A major problem in such a poor country is the number of disabled people - 400 disabled people in a population of 18,000. Ripple Africa helps to 
· Identify disabled people in the community 
· Provide clinical rehabilitation services for the disabled 
· Help family members self-manage 
· Provide mobility aids & rehab equipment 
· Reduce social stigma 
· Fund community rehabilitation provider 

 Disabilities include - cerebral palsy, club foot, congenital malformations, muscular dystrophy, Down’s syndrome, amputees, injury, arthritis, burns, blindness, and developmental delay 

Ripple Africa working to improve the environment
Deforestation is a major problem in Southern Malawi whereas Northern Malawi is still tree-covered. There are 3 main uses of the wood
· Villagers cook on what is known as a 3-stone fire which gobbles up 150 bundles of wood per year per family

· It takes 3 large trees to make 1 small house

· Farmers burn their land as a quick way to clear it and this destroys nutrients
With no trees to prevent erosion, much of the soil is washed down to the lakes. 
Solutions: 
1. By-laws were passed which banned all farming, burning, wood harvesting, and settlement in the protected forest hills. The District Commissioner, Forestry Department, Traditional Authorities Village Headmen and volunteer Conservation Committees worked together.
 2. Tree planting project  - more than 3 million trees have been planted, a sustainable source of quick-growing trees which lowers the demand on indigenous trees and restores degraded land with new indigenous. Garden clubs, villages and primary schools are also growing trees. A beekeeping project has been started which provides some extra income generation and improved nutrition. 

Senna siamea trees grow quickly and can be coppiced after 5 years for firewood. Also grown are avocado, banana, citrus, guava, mango and pawpaw
3. Community education - replace traditional open fires with stoves so much less wood needed and much safer. Households grow own trees for fuel now rather than cut down the forest. Also showing people how to compost 
 If nothing changes then 20,000 families in Nkhata district will burn 3million bundles of cooking wood per year
Fish Conservation – over-fishing has also been a major problem. With community education on sustainability supported by Ripple Africa: 
· 40 kilometres of lakeshore protected 
· Fish Conservation Committees, one per kilometre 
· 4-month close season adopted under by-laws 
· Local permit deters migratory fishermen 
· Fishermen using larger-meshed gill nets
In terms of fundraising - how much does it cost? 
· 20p = a tree for fuel 
· £1 = a fruit tree 
· £4 = a cookstove 
· £15 = an integrated household project* 
· £400 = a community beekeeping project 
· £850 for a teacher’s salary 
· £8000 = a nurse’s or teacher’s house 

* A changu changu moto cookstove, 25 trees for fuel and 10 fruit trees
Questions: Q. What sort of area does project cover? A. 5 -6 miles across for education and dispensary, much larger area for forest conservation. Q How much do students have to pay for education? A. Secondary school fees are £80 a year and many cannot afford this. Q. How are the teachers found? A. Volunteers go out to Mwaya and they pay for this themselves which gives more funds to Ripple Africa. Q. Is there a gender bias? A. Yes but there are encouraging signs that this is improving.
Comments: Ripple effect – with improved education and health, communities improving and evolving. Now have 25 shops and a cinema for instance. Micro-finance plays a significant part in opening up of small businesses which do become sustainable.

Terry Green thanked Stephen for his very interesting and informative talk which was greatly enhanced by his stunning photographs of the people and the area and for sharing with the Forum the impressive work that Ripple Africa are doing.

Click here for the PDF version of Stephen’s PowerPoint presentation:

RIPPLE Africa talk
5

