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Chester World Development Forum






Minutes of the Forum Meeting held on Tuesday 8 September 2015 in The Unity Centre
“Post-2015 Agenda: Sustainable Development Goals”
Presentation and discussion led by Gill Miller

(See separate sheet)
1 Welcome: Terry Green chaired the meeting
            Present: Terry Green (Chair), Bernard Payne (St Columba’s Third World Group), 
            Ann McCarthy (CAFOD), Kath Stephenson, Vicki Jenner, Gerald Grant, Pam Price

            (Church Action on Poverty), Linda Shuttleworth (VSO), James Shuttleworth,

             Lindsay Cussons (Bahai’), John Tacon, Gill Miller (University of Chester), Mark

             Rideal (CND, FoE, Amnesty International), Jean Cornes and Alan Cunningham

             (FoE)  
 Apologies: Brian and Katie Rowe, Heather Swainston, Heather Lannin and Richard Johnson 
2 Minutes/ notes of Forum meetings, and matters arising:
· Forum meeting 14th July 2015: Decision was taken at this meeting to keep Forum meetings on the second Tuesday of alternate months
Some very positive comments had been given about Stephen Maund’s presentation on Ripple Africa.
· Committee meetings on 3rd and 31st August 2015: Very unfortunate but we have to report that the projector seems to have gone missing. It may be that we have to buy another one.
Forum now has a date for Rob Elsworth, Climate and Policy Analyst, who is a present working for CAFOD, to come and speak. The event will take place at the university. TG expressed thanks to Peter Byrne for his efforts in securing a date for this event
Committee are looking into booking a speaker on TTIP for the new year.

John Williams, a former consultant at Countess of Chester, is being approached to speak at the January meeting

3 Financial update: Balance is £571.32. JT needs to pay out £30 for room hire and £66.00 for maintenance of the website. CWDF has received a donation from Kate Irving, a former member who has now left the area. No more subs to come in
JT mentioned his son’s talk at university in October (see details in item 5)
4 Around the Table: Updates from our members on current activities, events and issues
GM:  30th Nov from 5.00 – 6.00pm, talk from Dalit Freedom Network in Best Building at the university. Dalits are a sub-caste in India and the majority are very poor and subject to trafficking
           19th Jan from 5.00 – 6.00pm, “Rural Transformation in Uganda”, in Best Building
            LS: Fundraising event on 6th Dec. See diary for details
           JS: Been working in N Ghana as part of International Citizen Service. Worked with
            people making local crafts within organisation called “Trade aid Integrated”. What he

            learnt was very valuable but has led to him questioning the “development” side of this

            sort of work

            TG: attended Liverpool Action Aid campaign called “Fearless”. Listened to woman in
            Malawi by radio talking about her experiences of abuse. She has come through it
            and is now helping others. Commented on how abuse of women is still considered
            acceptable in many developing countries. There are leaflets for us to sign 

            This Saturday from 12.00 – 2.00, silent vigil outside Town Hall to raise awareness of
            plight of refugees. 

            23rd Sept: Candlelit Vigil in Chester. TG will find more details
5
Arrangements for next Forum and Forum-supported meetings:

· Tuesday 20th October, talk on “The Worldwide Governance of Migration”, by Paul Tacon of the UN’s Economic and Social Commission, Asia/Pacific. 7.30pm in Best Building hosted by the University’s Department of Geography and Development Studies.
· Full Forum, Tuesday 10th November – speaker Becky Reeve about her volunteer work in Togo with the International Citizen Service. (Chris Matheson MP is hoping to attend part of this meeting.)
· Full Forum, Tuesday 12th January 2016 – speaker TBA.

· Tuesday 2nd February 2016 (Provisional) “Climate: reflections on the Paris Conference negotiations and outcomes” by Rob Elsworth, Climate and Policy Analyst at CAFOD. 7.00pm in Best Building jointly arranged by CWDF and Department of Geography and Development Studies.
6
AOB: 
              RJ: no longer needs speakers, amplifiers, microphones – free to a good home. 

              Suggestion that they would possibly sell on Ebay and the money be used to buy
              new projector
7          Date of next meeting: Tuesday, 10th Nov, 6.45 for 7.00pm in The Hall at the Unity

            Centre
