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Chester World Development Forum






Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 
Tuesday 10 May 2015 in The Unity Centre
1 Welcome: TG (chair) welcomed everyone to the meeting
             Present: Terry Green, Bernard Payne, Margaret Lord, Lindsay Cussons, Vicki 

             Jenner, John Tacon, Terry Walsh, Sue Bownas, Tom Ormiston, Heather Lannin,

             Ann McCarthy, Katie Rowe, Elizabeth Bott, Linda Shuttleworth, Penny Davies,

             Matthew Jessop and Mark Rideal
             Apologies: Tony Walsh, Heather Swainston, Gerald Grant, Gill Miller, Brian Rowe

             and Peter Byrne

2 Minutes/ notes of Forum meetings, and matters arising:

· Forum meeting of 8th March 2016:  Information on Stephen Maund’s (of Ripple Africa) new idea for a project was included in the report back.  Also, following on from Heather Swainston’s talk and comments from the Forum, CWaC’s Fairtrade Steering Committee have taken on board some of suggestions and are taking that forward for next year’s Fairtrade Fortnight.
3 Report on 2015-16 activities – report to be tabled. Terry Green commented that It is good to be reminded of all the ground the Forum has covered in this last year.  SB expressed her thanks for all the hard work that goes on behind the scenes in bringing important development issues to our attention.
BP gave a brief update on our website situation following the recent ”hacking”. The website is up and running again but it is important that the security issue is resolved asap. Members of the committee are hoping to meet with the IT person who oversaw the website
4
Financial report for 2015-16:
· Summary reports to be tabled: Balance is £434.88. Main message from the balance sheet – the Forum made 3 substantial donations last year: £200 for the Ebola crisis appeal: £50 for Ripple Africa and £50 for Nepal earthquake appeal. The balance is not as good as last year as a number of subscriptions have not been renewed. It is unlikely therefore that the Forum will make any donations this year.  
· To consider subscription levels for 2017: The committee agreed that subscriptions would remain as they are for 2017
5
Committee: election of officers:
· Chair: One nomination received – Terry Green. KR proposed and TO seconded. Terry duly elected.
· Treasurer: One nomination received – John Tacon. TG proposed and HL seconded. John duly elected.
· Mailing Secretary - to be considered at next committee meeting. Both LC and SB have offered help
· Committee members: The following agreed to serve on the committee – Bernard Payne, Peter Byrne, Lindsay Cussons, Ann McCarthy, Vicki Jenner and Gerald Grant. SB proposed and ML seconded. Kath Stephenson has decided to retire from the committee. She was mentioned in dispatches as being one of the longest serving members of the committee and she worked hard for many years sending out surface mail delivering much of it by hand. The Forum would present Kath with a garden plant as a thank you. 
6
Arrangements for forthcoming events/ relevant activities:
· 26th May: Debate on the EU Referendum, jointly arranged by Chester Debating Society and the University (further details awaited). 7pm at Parkgate campus. 
·  12th July Forum meeting : Speaker from Action Aid on tax evasion
· 7th October (to be confirmed) Talk by Stephen Twigg MP, Chair of the Commons Select Committee on International Development. Joint meeting with University International Development Department. May be in Binks Building
7
Around the Table - update on current activities, events and issues, including  reference to latest Forum Diary listing:
               HL: W Cheshire 23rd May Open Mic night. 
                    Recently attended lecture on malnutrition. Not perhaps relevant to our brief. HL
                    will read and see if relevant before sharing it with Forum
                    Western Sahara– some dreadful human rights issues. People being asked to

                    keep quiet about issues. Ban Ki- Moon has apparently been to visit the area and
                    spoken out about it but been asked to withdraw his comments.

                    Still looking for someone to collect food from Supermarket in Ellesmere Port and

                    deliver to homeless.
              BP: Additions to diary. Will circulate after meeting

              AM: Christian Aid Week from 15th – 21st May. Big Brekkie event in Holy Trinity

                      Church Hall on 14th May from 10.00 – 12.00
              KR: Christian Aid leaflet to sign and send to David Cameron during Christian Aid 
                     Week.

                     Chester Friends of Palestine: Meet on last Wed of month. Next meeting - 25th 
                     May - presentation “Palestine – a people betrayed”
                     4th June National day of action - protest against Hewlett Packard. 
                     Contact Katy Rowe.

               TO: One of their Justice and Peace group had recently been to Malawi and

                      had given very  interesting talk on her return
               SB: news from CAFOD. A  Lampedusa Cross will be coming to Chester. These

                      crosses have been made from the wreckage of a boat carrying refugees from

                      Syria and other war-torn countries. The crosses highlight the plight of 
                      refugees.

                      Wirral Walk on 12th June. Total distance is 15mls.  Money raised is for Syrian 

                      refugees. SB is doing the walk and would be grateful for any sponsors
                      Climate Change: CAFOD has petition. Online petition if anyone wants to sign

                EB: Classes to learn Arabic. Start on 18th May from 6.30 – 8.00 in the Unity

                       Centre. Classes will run for 10 weeks. Cost £45. Pay up front on first class
                TW: Thanks for warning everyone about hacking issue
                TG: Charity/Group getting food from supermarket and offering it to Wesley to get
                       out to those in need. TG will try and get more details

Photography from the developing world

A talk by Jim Holmes, freelance documentary photographer
Jim has been a photographer for 30 years and over those years he has worked for a number of NGOs including Oxfam and Save the Children and for agencies such as the World Health Organisation. He left the UK in 1982 and began his photographic career in the Himalayas. His photographs tell a “narrative” and are about the real life stories of people, some showing terrible tragedies but some showing the great resilience of people in the face of such adversities.

His first photographs showed the aftermath of the Tsunami when everything had disappeared. He spent the next 5 years documenting the disaster and the work of the NGOs in trying to rebuild people’s lives. In fact this experience changed his life because it was so shocking. Many people would never return to their previous neighbourhoods because their sense of loss was too great. But there were some good news stories – Jim had photographed 2 young children amongst all the devastation and he revisited them last year. Both are now at university. He commented on how life goes on!

Jim has documented some very powerful stories of human kindness – as in the photograph of the female doctor who, having lost 4 children herself, returned to the area after only 10 days to deliver medical care. The photograph does not show her face but just hands holding the medication.

Jim in fact presented quite a few photographs of hands – hands planting seeds in Bangladesh for a tree-planting project; hands holding brightly coloured vegetables; hands holding cacao pods and hands holding stones to be used as counters. Each picture told a story of people trying to improve their lives.

One very distressing project that Jim documented was child trafficking in Laos. This project was commissioned by the UN and Jim’s role was to illustrate the report (which took 2 years to write), on child entrapment. Children would just disappear. The photograph showed a beautiful cloth that a mother had woven for her daughter in the hope that one day she would return.

On a more positive note, Jim had worked on a successful project funded by the World Health Organisation which aimed to improve ante-natal and post-natal care in Laos. He was asked to document the progress every 2 months of a pregnant woman and then follow her for the next 5 years. This woman’s life has been transformed as a result of such projects. More stories like this can be found on WHO website under the heading “Great Expectations”.

Lack of clean water in the developing world is one of the world’s greatest problems. As Jim said – if everyone had clean water many problems in the developing world would be solved.  One very interesting project that Jim worked on concerning water was in the Mekong Delta funded by the Mekong Delta Commission. He was asked to document the river flow and irrigation projects. From the evidence collated, Norwegian Water Aid were able to successfully fund the infrastructure needed to make this project work.

Clearly there were many more photographs in Jim’s presentation than mentioned here and it is difficult to do justice to them verbally in this report back. All the photographs however explored the problems and issues in the developing world. The NGOs who commissioned Jim’s work, were able then to view the evidence, see the needs, consider the solutions and hopefully successfully complete projects. It is often the little things in photographs that we don’t always see but which actually mean a lot – like the photo of 2 Vietnamese girls standing outside a toilet that had a door with a sign saying “Girls Toilet” – (many girls will not attend school because of lack of privacy) and the photo of the aftermath of a cyclone with a young boy doing his homework in the earth on the road with all the devastation around him.

If you would like to know more of Jim’s work, he offers talks on specific countries. Contact one of the Committee.

